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Item 8.01. Other Events.

The board of directors of Pacific Ethanol, Inc. (the “Company”) has established November 7, 2019 as the date of the Company’s 2019 annual meeting of stockholders
(the “Annual Meeting”). The Annual Meeting date represents a change of more than 30 days from the anniversary of the Company’s 2018 annual meeting of stockholders.
Accordingly, pursuant to Rule 14a-5(f) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), the Company is hereby informing stockholders of such
change.

The deadline for the receipt of any stockholder proposals to be properly brought before the Annual Meeting is September 23, 2019. Proposals submitted pursuant to
Rule 14a-8 of the Exchange Act must comply with the requirements set forth in Rule 14a-8 and must be received by the Corporate Secretary at the Company’s headquarters
located at 400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2060, Sacramento, California 95814 on or prior to July 19, 2019. Any proposal submitted after the above deadlines will not be considered
timely and will be excluded from consideration at the Annual Meeting.

The time and location of the Annual Meeting will be as set forth in the Company’s proxy statement for the Annual Meeting.
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